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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 
This preliminary amendment is directed to the accompanying 



Application, a Division of prior co-pending Application No. 09/548,475 
filed 04/13/00, from which benefit is claimed. 



Please amend the first line of the Specification to read: 

This application is a Division of prior co-pending Application No. 
09/548,475, filed 04/13/00. 



Please cancel claims 1-7 and 9-12. 

Please add the following new claims 13-15, 

13. A method for injecting a sample into a microscale chromatography 
column, comprising: 



IN THE SPECIFICATION 



IN THE CLAIMS 
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providing a microfluidic device fabricated on a substrate, the device 
comprising, a source of hydrostatic pressure joined at a common junction 
to the microscale chromatography column, and a fluid flow channel 
intersecting the common junction and in fluid communication with the 
chromatography column; 

flushing the chromatography column with a flow of a buffer 
solution; 

stopping the flow of buffer solution; 

flowing a fluid to be analyzed through the flow channel; and 
applying a hydraulic pressure to a portion of the fluid, thereby 
injecting the portion into the chromatography column. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein said step of flowing is accomplished 
by a pressure-driven sample injector. 

15. The method of claim 13, wherein said step of applying a hydraulic 
pressure is accomplished by an electrokinetic pump. 

REMARKS 

This is a divisional application presenting claims from Group II 
(Claim 8) of the originally filed application and new claims 13-15 for 
examination. 

Support for new claims 13-15 can be found throughout the 
specification of the invention and drawing and particularly at pp. 4-8. No 
new matter has been added. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicants request favorable consideration of the claims presented 
and allowance of this application is earnestly solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Date: Cft/bS/o/ 

5bnal<J/A. Nissen 
Registration No. 44,261 
Sandia National Laboratories 
P. O. Box 969, MS 9031 
Livermore, CA 94551-0969 
Telephone (925) 443-7535 
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